Imaging Pathophysiology and Neuroplasticity After Stroke.
Use of imaging with the objective of improvement of stroke recovery should have a significant impact on determination of prognosis for recovery, which should assist patients and families in coping with the disabilities secondary to a stroke and assist in long-term planning for the disposition and needs of the patient. Serial evaluation of stroke physiology and presence or absence of cerebral reorganization by imaging techniques provide a rationale for development of physical rehabilitation strategies based on implementation of adaptive plasticity models and allow patient selection into more individualized rehabilitation treatment programs, emphasizing facilitatory versus compensatory techniques.